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illustrated. 1906 Excerpt: . . . the classification and reporting of those accounts which relate to the revenue and
expenses of the city, so that it is in direct line with the matter which has been o=ered. It is a comparison or the
exposition of certain principles. The Chairman. That is all right. I will accept it. I have accepted this paper of Mr.
Chapmans, which is a very interesting one and one that has attracted the attention of many, as Item No. 2. (Mr.
Chapmans paper follows. ) GOVERNING DISTINCTIONS IN MUNICIPAL ACCOUNTS, WITH SPECIAL REFERENCE TO
THEIR CLASSIFICATION AS REFLECTED ON THE BOOKS OF THE COMPTROLLER OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK. The
first idea which instinctively dominates the act of classifying accounts is the recognition of opposites with
respect to a governing consideration, and the first distinction to be apprehended is accordingly dual, or as
between the two extremes of a significant point of view. After thus establishing a primary differentiation each of
the factors is in turn subdivided into its primary components, constituting a secondary di=erentiation, and so
on by succeeding developments, retaining, however, the duplex scheme of analysis so far as the principle
advantageously obtains, before breaking up into the final and multiplex analysis which marks the point at
which diametric distinctions disappear and the individuality of each account or minor group constitutes it a
class by itself. In the annual report of the comptroller of the city of New York the first broad distinction to be...
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