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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from The Elementary Schools of California: A Monograph
California was admitted as a State (1850) without the usual preliminary stage of a territorial government. The
State Constitution, framed and adopted by the people in 1849, provided for the election of a State
Superintendent of public instruction by direct popular vote, for a term of three years; made it the duty of the
legislature to provide for a system of common schools by which a school should be kept up in each school
district at least three months in every year ; and that the proceeds of all land grants made by the general
government in aid of schools should be inviolably appropriated to the support of common schools throughout
the State. Thus was laid the legal foundation of common schools in California. From the record of proceedings
it appears that the opinion prevailed in the Constitutional Convention that these land grants would prove to be
of immense value; that the lands would be located in mineral regions, and sold for fabulous sums; that the
school fund derived from such sales would be the most munificent in the world; that it would be more than
sufficient to educate all the children in the State and would eventually prove a source of corruption and
speculation. The land grant section of the Constitution, adopted in committee of the whole, was carried by a
majority of only one vote. As a matter of plain fact the total amount of school money derived from the much
debated land grant of five hundred thousand (500,000) acres was only about a quarter of a million dollars. The
Beginnings of Schools. But before the...
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