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the arc of Presidential election politics from 1948 to 2016. Using the 1948 Conventions as benchmarks, Cutler
explores the changes since the first televised nominations. Why campaigning for the Presidency has become a
reality show, why that s been bad for democracy, and feasible innovations that will restore the political ecology
to better health. 1. TWO DEMOCRATIC CONVENTIONS - setting the scenes, focusing on the influence of media
executives 2. A SPEECH THAT MADE YOUR SOCKS ROLL DOWN - the impact of Hubert Humphrey s civil rights
speech on convention votes and in shaping the postwar Democratic Party 3. SMARTPHONE POLITICS - how
messages are structured to suit media 4. RIDING ON THE OUTCOME - reasons for the steady decline in public
interest in conventions 5. LET S GET RICH: POLITICAL CAREERS - the rise of the modern elections industry, the
profitability of political communication, and a case for cost reforms as a more feasible approach than the
failed attempts at finance reform 6. RULES OF ORDER - how the formal rules of debate once influenced public
arguments and democratic culture 7. THE GREATEST FUNERAL - FDR s funeral oratory exemplifies political
conventions as a venue for national rites, and comparison to Super Bowls 8. AMAZING WOMEN - the significant
influence of women in 1948, and the historical potential for the 2016 event to be a watershed for female equality
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