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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1895 edition. Excerpt: .the bank at Chardjui were several of the Russian flat-
bottomed, side-wheel steamers which run infrequently down the river to a port near Khiva, sometimes towing
large iron barges. Khiva is distant by this route about two hundred and sixty miles in a northwesterly direction.
Between the various channels of the Oxus were great patches of pasture on which herds of horses were feeding.
So level is the bed of the river that apparently it can never decide which way to run, and hence the many widely
separated channels and the evidence of former ones on both banks. The bridge is about twenty feet high, and is
of very simple construction. The train merely crept across it. In the main channel it looks and feels as if it might
be swept bodily away at any moment. We made a brief halt at a station near the bank, and then in a short time
reached a desert similar to that beyond the west bank of the river, save that it seemed smoother and to consist
entirely of fine sand. It was covered with a considerable white deposit, which | took to be saltpeter. The wind
afterwards became so strong that the sand was whirled about in constant clouds, which not only prevented one
s seeing in any direction more than a hundred yards, but covered the track so deeply as to greatly hinder our
progress. It is quite impossible to face such a storm; the A...
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