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Experts on the Application of the Principles of Chemistry to the City, Delivered at the College of the City of New
York, 1910 A course of lectures entitled Municipal Chemistry was authorized by the Honorable Board of Trustees
of the College of the City of New York for the spring semester, 1910. The lectures were open to the public, but
laboratory work in addition was provided for senior students who elected the course. The co-operation of
distinguished experts was obtained. Requests for copies of the individual lectures and the entire course have
been so numerous that it was decided to put them in book form. In a few cases the lectures were not prepared
for publication. These have been substituted by specially prepared articles. A perusal of these chapters cannot
fail to prove interesting to any citizen and the writer feels that their study will accomplish good in any
community, for they tell of the applications of enlightened common sense where people congregate and form
cities; but they will avail little more than attract passing attention unless any interest aroused is converted into
kinetic civic activity. A careful study of municipal affairs shows that the greatest material need of our American
cities today is the chemist. It is unfortunately true that the position of the chemist in the municipal body politic is
uncertain, if indeed it exists. This is due in a measure to the conception of the role of a chemist by the people,
who look upon him as an analyst and not as an important social factor. One of the objects of these lectures
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