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Walker Company, United States, 2006. Paperback. Book Condition: New. Reprint. 231 x 152 mm. Language:
English . Brand New Book. On May 28, 1754, a group of militia and Indians led by twenty-two-year-old major
George Washington surprised a camp of sleeping French soldiers near present-day Pittsburgh. Washington
could not have known it, but the brief and deadly exchange of fire that ensued lit the match that, in Horace
Walpole s memorable phrase, would set the world on fire. The resultung French and Indian War in North
America became part of the global conflict known as the Seven Years War, fought across Europe, India, and the
East and West Indies. Before it ended, nearly one million men had died. Empires at War captures the sweeping
panorama of this first world war, especially in its descriptions of the strategy and intensity of the engagements
in North America, many of them epic struggles between armies in the wilderness. William M. Fowler Jr. views the
conflict both from British prime minister William Pitt s perspective-- as a vast chessboard, on which William
Shirley s campaign in North America and the fortunes of Frederick the Great of Prussia were connected-- and
from that of field commanders on the ground in America and Canada, who contended with disease, brutal
weather, and scant supplies, frequently having to build the very roads they marched on. As in any conflict,
individuals and events stand out: Sir William Johnson, a baronet and a major general of the British forces, who
sometimes painted his face and dressed like a warrior when he fought beside his Indian allies; Edward
Braddock s doomed march across Pennsylvania; the valiant French defense of Fort Ticonderoga; and the
legendary battle for Quebec between armies led by the arisocratic French tactical genius, the marquis de
Montcalm, and...
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